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REGULATORY COMPLIANCE 
UPDATE 
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The Iowa Crop Improvement Association (ICIA) is now 
performing moisture meter and gram scale inspec-
tions for the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land 
Stewardship.  ICIA has already begun moisture meter 
inspections and recently sent out a letter explaining 
the changes.  Their letter has generated several ques-
tions and some concerns from AAI members.  AAI 
staff has been working to clear any misunderstand-
ings.  Below is additional information about moisture 
meter and gram scale inspections recently issued by 
IDALS. 
 

Background 
The moisture meters and gram scales have histori-
cally been licensed and inspected through the 
Weights and Measure (W&M) Bureau of the Iowa De-
partment of Agriculture and Land Stewardship.  A 
license fee was established and last updated 18 years 
ago in 1992.  A license fee of $24 paid for the license.  
There was no charge for the W&M inspectors to in-
spect the moisture meters.  At that time W&M had 18 
inspectors operating in the field with three inspectors 
dedicated to moisture meters inspections.  Budget 
cuts and economic changes have impacted W&M’s 
ability to complete the inspections. 
 

Today the Weights and Measures Bureau has five 
inspectors assigned to cover the 1,250 moisture me-
ters; 36,000 gas meters; and 12,000 counter scales in 
the state of Iowa.  As a result, the Iowa Department of 
Agriculture sought a safe and effective means to out-
source the moisture meters by working in cooperation 
with another state agency. 
 

Iowa Crop Improvement Association (ICIA) 
The Iowa Crop Improvement Association is affiliated 
with Iowa State University.  It is the official seed certi-
fying agency for the State of Iowa. The mission of 

ICIA is to provide an unbiased source of service and 
education in production and quality assurance for 
Iowa agricultural crops. 
 

As a seed association, ICIA offers an understanding 
of the industry but presents no conflict of interest with 
the grain industry.  The Weights and Measure Bureau 
of the Department of Agriculture continues to work 
with ICIA under a 28E intergovernmental agreement 
to make sure moisture meters are tested.  With more 
than 35 inspectors across the state, ICIA is able to 
provide the inspectors to complete the annual mois-
ture meter inspections. 
 

Benefits 
The benefits to the industry from this cooperative ef-
fort are that ICIA is able to perform inspections at 
times that will not interfere with operations.  They will 
be able to complete all the inspections before the start 
of harvest.  This will also prevent industry from having 
an out of tolerance moisture meter shut down for re-
pairs at a crucial time. 
 

Cost 
· There will still be a $24 license fee paid to the 

State of Iowa. 
· There will be a $100 service fee per moisture 

meter paid to Iowa Crop Improvement Associa-
tion.  This fee can be paid at the time of inspec-
tion, or a fee payment plan can be arranged 
through ICIA.  Payment options are:  prepayment, 
payment to the inspector at time of service, con-
solidated billing to a home office, billing after ser-
vice has been completed.  To request documen-
tation or to let ICIA know your payment prefer-
ences email:  iowacrop@iastate.edu. 
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EPA is proposing a one-year extension to the compli-
ance date for pesticide storage and disposal label 
statements, from August 16, 2010 to August 16, 2011.  
The main drivers for this proposed extension are that: 
 

· more products than we anticipated needed alter-
native language for container-related instructions, 
requiring more review and implementation time; 
and 

· registrants and registrant associations expressed 
concerns about being able to have all labels 
changed by the revised label compliance date of 
August 16, 2010. 

 

While it’s estimated that the majority of label changes 
have already been submitted and approved, there 

could still be several thousand labels remaining to be 
submitted and reviewed. 
 

Concurrent with the proposed one-year extension, 
EPA is also issuing a final rule to extend the current 
compliance date by four months.  There is not enough 
time for EPA to complete the full notice and comment 
procedures for the one-year extension by the impend-
ing compliance date of August 16, 2010.  The four-
month extension will allow time for our public partici-
pation processes to take place for the proposed ex-
tension. 
 

For more information, please see EPA's pesticide 
container and containment web page:           
www.epa.gov/opp00001/regulating/containers.htm. 
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Comprehensive Safety Analysis 2010 (CSA 2010), is a 
new DOT initiative to improve the effectiveness of the 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration’s 
(FMCSA) compliance and enforcement programs. It’s 
designed to reduce commercial motor vehicle crashes, 
injuries, and fatalities while providing increased effi-
ciency for FMCSA and states.  
 

The key features of CSA 2010 are to; 1) Increase the 
opportunity to have contact with more carriers and 
drivers, 2) Use more and better data to improve per-
formance measurements for identifying high risk car-
rier and driver behaviors, and 3) Apply a wide range of 
interventions to correct these high risk behaviors be-
fore they become chronic and habitual.  
 

FMCSA has developed a revised schedule for the roll 
out of CSA 2010.  The rollout schedule is designed to 
methodically step federal and state enforcement staff, 
as well as the motor carrier industry, into the program 
one stride at a time increasing understanding and ac-
countability for good safety performance.  The rollout 
timeline is outlined below: 
 

· April 12 – November 30, 2010: Motor carriers can 
preview their own data by seeing their roadside in-
spections/violations and crash events organized by 
Behavior Analysis and Safety Improvement Cate-
gory (BASIC).  

· June 30, 2010: The Operational Model (Op-Model) 
Test will end.  

· July 2010: The four “50/50” Op-Model Test states, 

Colorado, Georgia, Missouri and New Jersey, will 
join the five 100% Op-Model Test states in imple-
menting the program.    

· August 2010: Motor carriers will be able to see an 
assessment of their violations based on the new 
Carrier Safety Measurement System (CSMS) which 
will replace SafeStat later in 2010.  

· Fall/Winter 2010: SafeStat will be replaced by the 
CSMS.  CSMS will be available to the public, includ-
ing shippers and insurance companies.  

 -- FMCSA/States will prioritize enforcement using 
 the CSMS.  
        -- FMCSA will begin to issue Warning Letters to 
 carriers with deficient BASICs.  
      -- Roadside inspectors will use the CSMS results 
 to identify carriers for inspection.  
· Winter 2010: Safety Fitness Determination Notice of 

Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) is scheduled to be 
released.  

· 2011: Enforcement staff will be trained, and new 
interventions will be implemented State-by-State.   

 

A driver fact sheet designed to inform CMV drivers 
about what affect CSA 2010 will have on them is avail-
able on the FMCSA website at:  http://
csa2010.fmcsa.dot.gov/.  
 

If you have any questions about CSA 2010, please 
contact the Allen Summers with the Asmark Institute 
at:  allen@asmark.org. 
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USDA’s Grain Inspection, Packers and Stockyards 
Administration (GIPSA) has published a proposed rule, 
as required by the 2008 farm bill and through existing 
authority under the Packers and Stockyards Act, that 
impacts livestock and poultry sales.  
 

“Concerns about a lack of fairness and commonsense 
treatment for livestock and poultry producers have 
gone unaddressed far too long,” said Vilsack. “This 
proposed rule will help ensure a level playing field for 
producers by providing additional protections against 
unfair practices and addressing new market conditions 
not covered by existing rules.” 
 

The proposed rules address concerns that have been 
discussed for many years and were developed at the 
direction of the 2008 farm bill, which requires USDA to 
carry out specific rulemaking to improve fairness in the 
marketing of livestock and poultry.  
 

Many of the concerns were related to increasing con-
solidation and vertical integration in the livestock and 
poultry marketplace, and shrinking farm numbers.  
 

GIPSA will consider comments received by August 23, 
2010.  Comments may be sent via email to com-
ments.gipsa@usda.gov  or sent by mail to Tess Butler, 
GIPSA, USDA, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, 
Room 1643-S, Washington, D.C. 20250-3604.  Copies 
of the proposed rule and additional information can be 
found at: http://www.gipsa.usda.gov  by clicking on 
Federal Register. 
 

Statement from National Cattlemen’s Beef Asso-
ciation (NCBA) President Steve Foglesong regard-
ing the GIPSA plans for a proposed rule regarding 
livestock and poultry marketing practices:   “While 
we’re still looking at the details of the proposal, in gen-
eral, we have serious concerns with any efforts to in-

crease government intrusion in the marketplace. Cattle 
producers support free-market principles and we de-
serve the right to enter into private negotiations be-
tween willing buyers and sellers—just like other sec-
tors of American business. NCBA will fight to protect 
the use of contract and alternative marketing arrange-
ments in the cattle industry to satisfy the demands of 
our consumers.   
 

“We rely on federal regulators to ensure that the mar-
ketplace is free from anti-trust, collusion, price fixing, 
and other illegal activities that could damage the viabil-
ity of the market and interfere with market signals. 
Multiple studies have shown that the current regula-
tions in place have been successful in achieving these 
goals in the cattle market. NCBA has been a long-time 
leader in advocating for full enforcement of the Pack-
ers & Stockyards Act and tools, such as mandatory 
price reporting, that improve the efficiency and trans-
parency of the marketplace.  
 

Statement by Bob Stallman, President, American 
Farm Bureau Federation, Regarding Proposed 
Rule to Increase Fairness in the Marketing of Live-
stock and Poultry:   “The American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration is pleased with the proposed rule issued today 
by the Agriculture Department’s Grain Inspection, 
Packers and Stockyards Administration (GIPSA) deal-
ing with competition in the livestock and poultry indus-
tries. 
 

“For too long producers have had to bear the financial 
hardship of being at the whim of production contrac-
tors, resulting in inequality in production practices, 
increasing losses and decreasing profitability. The 
GIPSA proposed rule would level the playing field.” 


