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REGULATORY COMPLIANCE 
UPDATE 

CropLife America (CLA) sees a mix of positives and 
areas of uncertainty in the draft National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit.    
Issued by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) on June 2, the permit is currently open for a 45-
day public comment period. CLA intends to work 
closely with stakeholders and the agricultural       
community before submitting comments to EPA    
during this short timeframe.  
  
“CLA’s main goal is to protect the ability of growers to 
responsibly apply crop protection products when   
necessary, and this permit both mitigates some    
concerns while also leaving other areas open for  
interpretation,” said Jay Vroom, president and CEO of 
CLA. “Upon initial review of the permit, it appears that 
the EPA has remained faithful to its initial timetable 
and promise to keep the NPDES permit focused on a 
narrow set of applications. However, little time is 
available for states and other stakeholders to review 
and eventually implement the permit. There are also 
many unanswered questions pertaining to agricultural 
applications which CLA would like clarified before 
implementation.”  
 
The current draft permit specifically addresses four 
unique situations that call for the application of crop 
and health protection products to water: mosquito and 
other flying insect pest control, aquatic weed and  
algae control, aquatic nuisance animal control and 
forest canopy pest control. CLA’s main concern is 
with what is not mentioned in the draft permit,       
specifically inadequate mention of U.S. agricultural 
exemptions. This opens the door for varying          

interpretation by a myriad of environmental and con-
servation organizations, and still potentially allows for 
farmers to fall victim to costly lawsuits and litigation. 
 
In addition, EPA has provided a relatively short    
timeframe for public comments on such an important 
issue. Public health officials who treat bodies of water 
to control mosquito populations are now facing the 
dual challenges of a busy season while also being 
required to issue public comments in a short        
timeframe. The short time period makes it difficult for 
all stakeholders to fully review the lengthy draft permit 
and submit insightful comments, and to help EPA in 
implementing the most practical permit possible.  
 
“We understand that EPA is faced with the near-
impossible timelines imposed by the 6th Circuit Court 
of Appeals. We suggest that creative ways to gain 
additional time be considered by the EPA,” continued 
Vroom. 
 
CLA is currently performing a more in-depth review of 
the permit and plans to submit comprehensive     
comments on behalf of the crop protection industry 
before the public comment period closes. EPA aims 
to finalize the permit in December 2010, and it is to 
take effect on April 9, 2011. The general permit will be 
used in states where EPA is the authorized permitting 
authority, leaving 44 remaining states to issue and 
implement their own NPDES permits. 
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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has     
announced new members of the Farm, Ranch, and 
Rural Communities Committee (FRRCC) for its 2010-
2012 term.  Iowa’s Secretary of Agriculture, Bill 
Northey has been selected as a new committee mem-
ber. The FRRCC is an independent committee that 
advises EPA on a wide range of environmental issues 
of importance to agriculture and rural communities. 
 
“While the committee membership includes a wide 
and diverse range of perspectives and backgrounds, 
the members share a commitment to dealing with the 
complex environmental issues that are important to 
agriculture,” said Lawrence Elworth, agricultural  
counselor to the administrator.  “We look forward to 
the benefit of their knowledge and insight.” 
 

FRRCC members will provide useful insight to the 
agency -- on topics such as non-point source water 
pollution, agricultural air issues, and environmental 
markets -- as it crafts environmental policies important 
to agriculture and rural communities. 
 
The FRRCC will operate under the rules of the      
Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA). As required 
by FACA, the FRRCC will hold open meetings and 
expects to meet approximately two times per year, 
generally in Washington, DC. 
 
More information on FRRCC members: 
http://www.epa.gov/ocem/frrcc/members.htm 
 
More information on the FRRCC: 
http://www.epa.gov/ocem/frrcc/index.html 
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The Senate failed to pass a resolution of disapproval 
to stop the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
from regulating greenhouse gas emissions under the 
Clean Air Act.  The resolution failed 47-53. 
 

Senator Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) introduced the 
bipartisan disapproval resolution, because as she said, 
“The Clean Air Act was written by Congress to      
regulate criteria pollutants, not greenhouse gases, and 
its implementation remains subject to oversight and 
guidance from elected representatives...we cannot 
turn a blind eye to the EPA's efforts to impose back-
door climate regulations with no input from Congress." 
 

Senator Grassley (R-Iowa) was an original co-sponsor 
to the resolution.  After the Senate failed to pass the 
resolution Grassley said, “Our economy is sputtering 
and by not passing this resolution, Congress is ceding 
policy decisions that could have serious economic 

ramifications to a bureaucratic agency that is not ac-
countable to the American people.  The EPA is simply 
trying to bully Congress by saying, ‘Either you pass a 
bill that will raise costs for American families and de-
stroy jobs or we’ll pass regulations that will be even 
worse.’  The Obama administration has acknowledged 
this, but is still pushing forward.  EPA’s go it alone 
policy is a big problem for Iowa families and busi-
nesses who will be hit particularly hard because of 
Iowa’s energy intensive economy, especially in agricul-
ture and manufacturing.”�
  

Senator Grassley was recently named the hardest 
working Member of Congress by The Hill newspaper, 
based on a survey of lawmakers, aides, and other 
officials.  The Hill wrote that Grassley’s “work on    
government oversight remains consistent regardless of 
which party controls 1600 Pennsylvania Ave  
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The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has   
released a guidance document for CAFOs.  The   
document, Implementation Guidance on CAFO   
Regulations – CAFOs that Discharge or are Proposing 
to Discharge, provides guidance for CAFO owners and 
operators and NPDES permitting authorities for   
evaluating whether a CAFO discharges or proposes to 
discharge. 
 

Owners and operators of CAFOs should use this  
document at a tool, because the EPA has been      
increasing their enforcement of cattle feeding         
operations.  Three civil enforcement actions were  

announced this week alone against Iowa feedlots. 
 

EPA officials have been flying over facilities in North 
West Iowa, and are targeting medium sized CAFOs 
(300-999 head) for violations.  Flying over the facilities 
allows for them to have a better view of which facilities 
are out of compliance because of distinct run-off lines.  
During a meeting of the Iowa Manure Management 
Action Group last week, Gene Tinker with the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources said the bottom line 
behind the EPA’s action is water quality. 
 

The CAFO guidance document can be found at:   
http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/afo/info.cfm. 
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In remarks at EPA’s 2010 Small Business              
Environmental Conference, U.S. Environmental     
Protection Agency Administrator Lisa P. Jackson   
outlined the impact of a so-called “resolution of      
disapproval” of the EPA’s endangerment finding in the 
Senate. Administrator Jackson discussed how this 
resolution would undermine EPA’s common-sense 
approach to addressing climate change, move     
America a “big step backward in the race for clean 
energy” and “double down on the energy and         
environmental policies that feed our oil addiction.”  
 

Administrator Jackson noted that increasing our oil 

addiction “...at the very moment a massive spill – the 
largest environmental disaster in American history – is 
devastating families and businesses and destroying 
wetlands is contrary to our national interests.”        
Administrator Jackson also reminded these small  
businesses that EPA has finalized a rule specifically 
designed to protect them from regulation – focusing 
EPA’s efforts on the largest sources of greenhouse 
gas emissions, like power plants and oil refineries.  
 

The administrator’s full remarks are below. Video of 
these remarks are available at:                
www.epa.gov/administrator. 

If you operate a commercial motor vehicle (CMV) and 
you cross the state line, then Unified Carrier          
Registration (UCR) applies to you.  UCR requires  
individuals and companies that operate commercial 
motor vehicles across state lines to register and pay 
an annual fee based on the size of their fleet. 
 

A CMV is defined as a self-propelled vehicle used on 
highways in commerce to transport passengers or 

cargo, if the vehicle:  a) has a gross vehicle weight 
rating or gross vehicle weight of 10,001 pounds or 
more; b) is designed to transport more than 10 pas-
sengers (including the driver); or c) is used to transport 
hazardous materials in quantities requiring placarding. 
 

For more information on Iowa’s UCR fees go to the 
DOT’s Office of Motor Carrier Services’ website at:  
http://www.iowadot.gov/mvd/omcs/index.htm. 
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The meeting of AAI’s Agronomy Committee, scheduled 
for June 23, 2010, has been cancelled.  The next 
Agronomy Committee meeting will take place August 
24, 2010.  The meeting will begin promptly at 10:00 am 
at the AAI office in Des Moines. 
 

Please contact the AAI office at 515.262.8323 or 
800.383.1682 with any questions you may have. 
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The Agribusiness Association of Iowa has moved to 
summer hours.  Staff will be available Monday – 
Thursday from 7:30 am – 5:30 pm to answer your 
questions and assist you with problems.  On Fridays, 
AAI staff will be in from 7:30 am – 12:00 pm.  AAI’s 
first priority is to serve you, please do not hesitate to 
call or email us with any questions you may have. 


