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REGULATORY COMPLIANCE 
UPDATE 

Under a final decision issued by the U.S.               
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) no stationary 
sources will be required to get Clean Air Act permits 
that cover greenhouse gases (GHGs) before January 
2011. EPA has pledged to take sensible steps to  
address the billions of tons of greenhouse gas      
pollution that threaten Americans’ health and welfare, 
and is providing time for large industrial facilities and 
state governments to put in place cost-effective,   
innovative technologies to control and reduce carbon 
pollution. This announcement is the first step in EPA’s 
phased in approach to addressing GHG emissions 
laid out by Administrator Lisa P. Jackson earlier this 
month.  
 

This action determines that Clean Air Act construction 
and operating permit requirements for the largest 
emitting facilities will begin when the first national rule 
controlling GHGs takes effect. If finalized as pro-
posed, the rule limiting GHG emissions for cars and 
light trucks would trigger these requirements in Janu-
ary 2011 – the earliest model year 2012 vehicles 
meeting the standards can be sold in the United 
States. The agency expects to issue final vehicle 
GHG standards shortly.  
 

EPA has committed to focusing its GHG permitting 
requirements on the largest sources. The agency will 
make a decision later this spring on the amount of 
GHGs facilities can emit before having to include  
limits for these emissions in their permits. 
 

This action is the final step in EPA’s reconsideration 
of the December 18, 2008 memorandum entitled 
“EPA’s Interpretation of Regulations that Determine 
Pollutants Covered by Federal Prevention of         
Significant Deterioration (PSD) Permit Program.” The 
final action clarifies when GHGs and other pollutants 
are covered under Clean Air Act permitting programs. 
 

For more information and the letter Administrator 
Jackson sent last month outlining this approach and 
timeline, go to: http://www.epa.gov/nsr/guidance.html 
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Now is the time for Congress to nullify greenhouse 
gas permit requirements that were announced this 
week by the Environmental Protection Agency.      
According to the American Farm Bureau Federation, 
efforts under way in Congress and legal challenges 
undertaken by state governments are offering       
corrective paths to undo a very real disaster headed 
toward farm and ranch families. 
 

“We believe the EPA’s greenhouse gas requirements 
will lead to costly and ineffective regulations on   
America’s farmers and ranchers,” said AFBF       
President Bob Stallman. “We vehemently oppose 
regulating carbon dioxide and other greenhouse 
gases under the Clean Air Act because we believe it 
will require livestock producers and other agricultural 
operations to obtain costly and time-consuming     
permits as conditions to continue farming.” 
 

Stallman said Farm Bureau strongly backs a Senate 
resolution to disapprove of EPA’s greenhouse gas 
regulations under the Clean Air Act by Sen. Lisa 
Murkowski (R-Alaska) and Senate Agriculture      
Committee Chairman Blanche Lincoln (D-Ark.), and a 
companion measure in the House introduced by 
House Agriculture Committee Chairman Collin      
Peterson (D-Minn.) and Rep. Ike Skelton (D-Mo.). 
Stallman also welcomed legal challenges from many 
state government officials who have stepped forward 
to express their valid objection. 
 

According to Stallman, the Agriculture Department 
warned in 2008 that if greenhouse gas emissions from 
agricultural operations are regulated under the Clean 
Air Act, numerous farms that currently are not subject 
to a costly and time-consuming permitting process 
would, for the first time, become covered entities. 
 

“We are concerned that the EPA decision announced 
Monday leads us down a direct path that fulfills 
USDA’s prediction. If Congress does not follow the 
lead of Sens. Murkowski, Lincoln and Reps. Peterson 
and Skelton, farmers will fall within the scope of    
regulation and struggle to cope with ineffective green-
house gas regulations that are not economically    
sustainable. We urge Congress to take action before 
the regulations take effect next January.” 
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AAI has been informed that Illinois can no longer  
issue or renew license plates for our of state ammonia 
nurse wagons that are not domiciled in Illinois, but 
travel into the State.  Illinois’ Secretary of State has 
been informed by federal officials that the State can 
no longer issue plates to out of state wagon because 
they are not “implements of husbandry” per federal 
law.  Future registrations will only be allowed if the ag 

retailer resides the tanks permanently at a location in 
Illinois. 
 

Illinois will continue to allow registrations for 2010, but 
not in 2011.  AAI will continue to monitor this issue 
and work to find a resolution.  For more information, 
contact Jean Payne with the Illinois Fertilizer and 
Chemical Association at 309-827-2774 or via email at:  
jeanp@ifca.com. 



U.S. Senate Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry     
Committee Chairman Blanche Lincoln, D-Ark., and 
Ranking Member Saxby Chambliss, R-Ga., along with 
28 U.S. Senators (including Senator Grassley, R-IA), 
expressed appreciation for the Risk Management 
Agency’s (RMA) willingness to reconsider its previous 
proposals as the Standard Reinsurance Agreement 
(SRA) renegotiation proceeds.  
 

Despite a modest reduction in the size of the proposed 
cuts between the first and second drafts, the Senators 
expressed their concerns with RMA’s proposals that 
may undermine the crop insurance program, reduce 

the quality of service and availability of the program, 
and harm rural America through job loss. The      
Senators also noted concern with RMA’s approach of 
proposing significant cuts to the program prior to the 
completion of a study of program delivery costs. 
 

Senators noted that they remain concerned about the 
magnitude of the nearly $7 billion in proposed cuts 
over the next ten years to the program reflected in the 
second draft of the SRA.  
 

For a complete copy of the letter submitted to the RMA 
go to:  http://ag.senate.gov/site/news.html. 
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The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has 
begun a review of scientific studies on the health risk 
posed by mycotoxin deoxynivalenol (vomitoxin) to  
various animal species, particularly ruminants and 
poultry, to determine if somewhat higher levels may be 
fed safely.  Based upon its review of such scientific 
data, the agency will determine whether it 
is appropriate to revise the current       
advisory levels.  
 
Under the regulatory framework adopted 
by FDA, the agency issued its most recent 
advisory levels  for vomitoxin in           
September 1993.  FDA advisory levels 
provide guidance to the industry           
concerning levels of a substance present 
in food or feed that are believed by the 
agency to provide an adequate margin of 
safety to protect human and animal 
health.  While FDA reserves the right to 
take regulatory enforcement action --   
including seizure of the product -- on a 
case-by-case basis (particularly in       
egregious situations), enforcement is not 
the primary purpose of an advisory level.   
 
FDA's current advisory levels for vomitoxin 
are indicated in the following table. 
 
The FDA will also soon begin sampling 
grain and grain products in 14 states for 

the presence of vomitoxin.  The 14 states are: Kan-
sas, Kentucky, Illinois, Indiana, Maryland, Michi-
gan, Minnesota, Missouri, New York, North Caro-
lina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Tennessee and Virginia . 
 
For more information go to:  www.ngfa.org.  
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Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Bill Northey left on   
Monday, March 29, 2010 for a trade mission to South 
Korea and Japan to promote continuing trade with two 
of the largest export markets for Iowa agriculture  
products.  During the trip Northey will also participate 
in events commemorating the 50th anniversary of the 
Yamanashi “hog lift” and the sister state relationship 
between Iowa and Yamanashi providence in Japan. 
 

“Japan and South Korea are key markets for our agri-
cultural products and this trip is a great opportunity to 
continue to strengthen our trade relationship,” Northey 
said.  “It will also give us an opportunity to recognize 
the 50th anniversary of the Yamanashi ‘hog lift,’ which 
helped jumpstart trade between the U.S. and Japan.” 
 

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack will join the 
group in Japan for the 50th anniversary Celebrations.  
Also participating in the trade mission will be officials 

from the Iowa Department of Economic Development, 
Iowa Pork Producers Association, Iowa Soybean   
Association, Iowa Corn Growers Association, Iowa 
Farm Bureau Federation, Iowa Beef Industry Council, 
and Iowa Sister States. 
 

Japan and Korea are two of the largest export markets 
for Iowa meat products, particularly pork. Japan     
buyers purchased $288 million in Iowa pork during the 
first seven months of 2009, which is a record pace. 
Korea is an important market which will grow with the 
refinement of the cold chain and the introduction of 
chilled US pork. 
 

Reports from the trip will be available on the Iowa  
Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship’s 
website at www.IowaAgriculture.gov.  The reports will 
be available by clicking on the “South Korea and    
Japan Trip” link under the “Hot Topics” section. 

FDA's Current Advisory Levels for Vomitoxin 
 

Product and Intended Use                                    Vomitoxin Level  
                                                                             (parts per million) 
 
Human food products                                                1 p.p.m. 
 
For grain and grain byproducts destined      
for swine. (FDA advises that commodities                    5 p.p.m. 
containing this level of vomitoxin not  
exceed 20 percent of the ration.) 
     
For grain and grain byproducts destined  
for beef cattle and feedlot cattle older than  
four months, as well as for chickens. (FDA                  10 p.p.m. 
recommends that commodities containing  
this level of vomitoxin not exceed 50 per- 
cent of the ration for these species.)     
 
For grain and grain byproducts destined  
for all other animal species. (FDA recom- 
mends that commodities containing this                      5 p.p.m.  
level of vomitoxin not exceed 40 percent  
of the ration.)     


