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REGULATORY COMPLIANCE 
UPDATE 

Senator Chuck Grassley says partisanship has won 
out over common sense by the scrapping of the    
biodiesel tax credit extension. The tax credit expired 
at the end of last year. Grassley tells reporters the 
driving force behind his jobs bill with Senator Max 
Baucus – extending the biodiesel tax credit and 70 
others – was to save jobs right now, “The industry is 
hemorrhaging jobs and we can do something to stop it 
and yet Senator Reid decided that is was more     
important to play political games than actually saving 
and creating jobs in the private sector.” 
 

Senate Majority Leader Reid pulled the Grassley/
Baucus bill on Friday, the day after it was introduced. 
Grassley says Reid will likely bring up another tax bill 
but is not going to allow any amendments. 
 

Grassley says there are other opportunities to get the 
biodiesel extension through, in an energy bill or an 
estate tax bill, but it’s going to take longer and the 
biodiesel industry needs help immediately. 
 

This article can be found at:  http://
brownfieldagnews.com/2010/02/16/partisanship-
blamed-for-blenders-credit-cut/. 
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The Iowa Department of Transportation’s (DOT)   
Office of Motor Vehicle Enforcement (MVE)           
announces adoption of a new audit program for    
intrastate commercial motor carriers. Implementation 
of this program requires all motor carriers operating in 
Iowa to display their company or farm operation name 
and USDOT registration number on their vehicles. 
This includes commercial motor carriers previously 
exempted from displaying their name and USDOT 
registration number. This procedural change applies 
only to intrastate operators. Carriers crossing state 
lines and intrastate for-hire carriers have been      
required to have and display a USDOT number for the 
past several years. 
 

This new requirement applies to anyone transporting 
persons or property in commerce with a vehicle that 
qualifies as a commercial motor vehicle. This includes 
vehicles that meet certain gross vehicle weight     
standards; haul hazardous materials; seat 16 or more 
passengers, including the driver (private or for-hire); 
or are used for compensation with seating capacity of 
nine to 15 passengers, including the driver.  
 

Anyone transporting persons or property in commerce 
with at least one vehicle meeting one of the following 
must now mark their vehicles: 
 

· A power unit with a gross vehicle weight or Gross 
Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR) of 10,001 or more 
pounds 

· A combination vehicle with a gross vehicle weight or 
Gross Combined Weight Rating (GCWR) of 26,001 
or more pounds 

· Any size vehicle transporting Hazardous Material in 
a quantity requiring placards 

· Any vehicle with seating capacity of 16 or more 
passengers, (private and for�hire) including the 
driver 

· Any vehicle used for compensation with seating 
capacity of 9�15 passengers (for�hire), including the 
driver 

Registering vehicles through the USDOT system is 
one of the components of a quality program. It does 
not subject intrastate commercial motor carriers to 
additional or different safety requirements, but allows 
law enforcement to efficiently assess and track a 
commercial motor carrier’s safety rating by tying the 
vehicles operated within a carrier’s fleet to a common 
identifying number. 
 

MVE Chief Dave Lorenzen stated, “This concept is 
similar to the driver’s license system where the DOT 
may take corrective actions toward a person that has 
an excessive number of moving violations or some 
critical violation. Given the large number of           
commercial motor vehicles registered in Iowa, it 
makes sense, and is the best and most efficient use 
of our resources, to direct enforcement efforts to   
carriers that are having problems. Our staff believes 
the new program will make an impact on safety and 
be a major component in reaching the Iowa DOT’s 
goal of reducing commercial vehicle-related fatalities 
by 24 persons in five years.” 
 

There is no cost to obtain a USDOT number. The 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) 
issues USDOT numbers. To apply, visit the FMCSA’s 
Web site or call 800-832-5660.   
 

The new registration requirement for intrastate 
commercial motor carriers went into effect Feb. 1, 
2010. MVE staff will issue verbal warnings until 
Jan. 1, 2011, to allow intrastate commercial motor 
carriers adequate time to obtain the USDOT   
number and appropriately mark their vehicles. No 
citations or written warnings related to this new 
requirement will be issued during this time.  
 

Additional information about the new registration   
requirement is available on the Iowa DOT’s Web site 
at iowadot.gov/usdotnumbers.html; or carriers may 
call MVE at 800-925-6469, 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m., 
Monday-Friday. 
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The Fertilizer Institute (TFI) has completed a review of 
its guidelines for aboveground storage of liquid      
fertilizer, which it recommends should be incorporated 
into contracts with third parties for the storage of these 
products.  
 
TFI originally issued its recommendations in 2001. 
During the 1990’s a series of costly aboveground   
fertilizer tank failures prompted companies to begin an 
aggressive assessment of large tanks in their         
inventory in an effort to determine whether these tanks 
were fit for service. In addition, as a result of these 
failures, several state regulatory agencies began to 

examine current regulations for the aboveground   
storage of liquid fertilizer, and, where no regulations 
existed, to consider promulgating such regulations. At 
the direction of the TFI’s Executive Committee, a Tank 
Integrity Work Group was established in September 
2000 to review the issue of inspection and mainte-
nance of large non-pressurized liquid fertilizer tanks. 
The guidelines represented the consensus of the Tank 
Integrity Working Group, setting forth suggested, uni-
form industry inspection and maintenance guidelines. 
  
The updated guidelines can be downloaded from the 
homepage of TFI’s Web site at www.tfi.org.  
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On the heels of last year’s record-breaking corn and 
soybean crops, what will U.S. farmers plant in 2010? 
Will last year’s late harvest and expensive drying costs 
along with the heavy winter snowfall impact producer’s 
plans for this year? What is the outlook for corn,     
soybeans and other crops? These are just a few of the 
questions that will be answered by the March         
Agricultural Survey, conducted by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics Service 
(NASS).  
 
Data provided on the March Agricultural Survey   
benefits farmers and ranchers by providing timely and 
accurate information to help them make critical      
decisions for their operation. “When producers are 
finalizing their cropping and marketing plans, this   
survey will be one of the most important sources of 
information for them,” said Greg Thessen director of 
the NASS Iowa Field Office. 
 
At the end of February, NASS will begin contacting 
selected producers by mail, telephone, or personal 

interview asking them to provide information about the 
crops they intend to plant in 2010. NASS will also  
collect data on quantities of grains and oilseeds stored 
on-farm. The information will be compiled and        
analyzed and then published in a series of USDA   
reports, including the annual Prospective Plantings 
report and quarterly Grain Stocks report, both to be 
released on March 31.  
 
As with all NASS surveys, information provided by 
respondents is confidential by law. “NASS safeguards 
the privacy of all responses and publishes only      
state- and national-level data, ensuring that no       
individual operation or producer can be identified,” 
stated Thessen.  
 

All reports are available on the NASS web site: 
www.nass.usda.gov.  For more information on NASS 
surveys and reports, call the NASS Iowa Field Office 
at 800-772-0825 
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Governor Chet Culver has released his Fiscal Year 
2011 Budget recommendations.  Culver said his 
budget is balanced.  It does not raise taxes on      
hardworking Iowans.  And it protects some priorities 
which will continue to strengthen our state, keeping 
our commitment to children’s health insurance, public 
safety, and education at all levels.” 
  
However, the Governors $5.32 billion budget proposal 
will have potentially devastating impacts for the Iowa 
Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship.  
Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Bill Northey said: 
  
“The Governor’s proposal would mean that it is 1994 
for the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land  
Stewardship once again.  The Governor’s proposed 
$16.8 million general fund appropriation is the same 
level of funding the Department received in 1994.  
Unfortunately, costs have increased significantly since 
1994 and spending for the rest of state government 
has grown 48 percent in that time. 
  
“Due to built in increases that the Department has no 

control over, we are actually looking at $3.29 million 
budget gap that needs to be filled.  These built in   
increases include two previously negotiated salary 
increases, increased health insurance costs, replacing 
one-time funding sources that we were directed by the 
Legislature to use in the current fiscal year, and     
replacing the savings that resulted from the five     
furlough days taken by AFSCME covered employees. 
  
“In addition, the Governor’s proposal to reduce the 
Environmental First funding the Department receives 
by $1.87 million will not only impact the number of 
conservation projects we will be able to assist farmers 
with, but will mean a $187,000 cut to fund the staff that 
are on the ground helping farmers design those    
practices. 
  
“The Department has already experienced 5 layoffs 
and has 44 open positions, which is over 10 percent of 
our workforce.  If the Governor’s proposal is imple-
mented we will need to reduce staffing by               
approximately another 50 positions.” 


