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Senators Chuck Grassley, John Thune, and Mike
Johanns today reacted to the Obama
administration’s approval of the final rule issued by
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to
implement the new Renewable Fuels Standard
(RFS) following Congressional passage of the 2007
energy bill. Sadly, the final rule includes flawed
indirect land use models in an attempt to discredit
the positive environmental impacts of domestically
produced corn-based ethanol.

“This action will provide much needed certainty for
today’s ethanol and biodiesel producers, as well as
for those developing next-generation and advanced
biofuels, but it's irresponsible for the EPA to ignore
the intent of Congress concerning the inclusion of
‘international’ land use changes in calculating the
indirect greenhouse gas emissions from biofuels,”
said Grassley. “By using this unproven and murky
theory, the EPA has done a disservice to America’s
renewable fuel producers by diminishing their benefit
to the environment. It's especially disheartening that
the EPA is using this modeling because it's contrary
to President Obama’s numerous pledges to base all
decisions on sound science.”

“EPA is penalizing domestic ethanol production by
insisting on quantifying international indirect land use
changes that may be associated with ethanol
production,” said Thune. “Congress wrote the RFS
with the intention of elevating the importance of
biofuels, but punishing domestic fuels for land use
decisions in other countries based on erroneous
models is a step back for our country’s effort to

Larry Elworth, Agricultural Counselor to the
Administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, will be the keynote speaker at the
Agribusiness Showcase and Conference on
Wednesday, February 10 at the Varied Industries
Building on the lowa State Fairgrounds.

Elworth was appointed to the position on June 1,
2009 and brings more than 30 years in agriculture,
managing and owning vineyard and orchard
operations. He served as Special Assistant for
pesticide policy for the USDA Secretary from 1993 to
1996 and as liaison to the Domestic Policy Council in
the Clinton Administration. Recently, Elworth
founded and directed the Center for Agricultural
Partnerships and worked extensively on
implementing conservation programs in the
Chesapeake Bay, and other environmentally
sensitive regions. The Center also works in partner-

reduce its reliance on oil imports. South Dakota is in
a unique position to help meet our nation’s energy
needs while creating jobs with homegrown fuels, but
the EPA regulators are putting the brakes on
necessary development. | am committed to working
with my colleagues to ensure that domestic biofuels
are treated fairly relative to imported oil under the
new RFS rules, and that the biofuels industry
continues to be an economic pillar of rural America.”

Johanns said, "l am deeply disappointed that the
Administration remains fixated on their flimsy,
untested, and unreliable theory that holds our
farmers and ethanol producers responsible for land
use decisions made half way around the world. | am
additionally disappointed that with all of today’s
announcements, there was no mention of E-15.
Increasing the percentage of ethanol in gasoline to
as much as 15 percent is the next logical step in the
expansion of this nation’s ethanol production
capacity. It would not only benefit the economy, but
also our nation’s energy security."

The RFS in the 2007 Energy Bill mandates the use
of 36 billion gallons of biofuels by 2020. To qualify
for the RFS, fuels must meet various goals for
greenhouse gas reduction.

The EPA'’s indirect land use rules count the
emissions of greenhouse gasses resulting from land
use decisions in other countries against domestic
biofuels. With international indirect land use factored
into ethanol’s greenhouse gas score, it dramatically
reduces the overall environmental benefit of
domestic ethanol production.

ship with EPA’s Pesticide Policy Dialogue Commit-
tee, a federal advisory committee that provides guid-
ance to the EPA'’s Office of Pesticide Programs.

“We are delighted to have a person with agricultural
experience working with the EPA Administrator,”
says Mark Reisinger, Chief Executive of the
Agribusiness Association of lowa. “We expect him to
present the administration’s views on climate change
regulation. We hope he will acknowledge our
concerns about higher input costs for farmers if
climate change regulation or legislation is imposed.”

The keynote luncheon will begin at noon on Febru-
ary 10. The Agribusiness Showcase & Conference
will take place February 9-10, 2010 at the Varied
Industries Building on the lowa State Fairgrounds.
For more information and registration, please go to
www.agribiz.org/showcase or contact Laura Sinnwell
at 515.262.8323 or by email at laura@agribiz.org.




Proper application of nutrients and crop protection
products will be the major topics addressed by
representatives of EPA Region 7 during the
Agribusiness Association of lowa Showcase and
Conference on February 9 at the Varied Industries
Building on the lowa State Fairgrounds.

“EPA is preparing agribusiness for inspections of
anhydrous ammonia facilities,” according to Kris
Lancaster, Public Affairs Specialist for EPA Region 7,
“So we want to get these businesses to be aware of
their requirements for handling hazardous materials.” A
portion of the presentation by two EPA Specialists will
include coordination with emergency responders and
ammonia release reporting. They will also instruct
participants on how to utilize available resources to
assist in complying with environmental regulations.

In a second session, EPA Specialists from the Region 7
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AAI will now be offering “Spring Commercial Pesticide
Applicator Training Recertification” at the 2010
Agribusiness Showcase and Conference on February
10th. Commercial applicators attending recertification
training at the Showcase will be admitted to the
tradeshow FREE.

Starting at 8:00 AM, certified commercial pesticide
applicators may meet their yearly certification credits in
the flowing categories:
- 1A Weed Control

- 1C Disease Control

- 1B Insect Control
- 10 Demonstration and
Research

The training lasts for 2.5 hours. ISU Extension will be
assisting AAI Staff during the training at the Showcase.
Extension staff require that all participants seeking
recertification be in the room by 8:10 am.

This program is offered by lowa State University
Extension Pest Management and the Environment
Program (PME).

Participants that have already preregistered with a
county extension office should inform the office of
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Group 1 and 2 country grain elevators should update
their Grain potential to emit (PTE) program database.
This requires entering the quantity of corn in bushels,
soybeans in bushels, and totals other grain types in
tons for the 2009 calendar year. After entering the
latest throughput data, run the PTE report and print a
copy for your records. If your facility’s group

classification has not changed, follow the instructions in
the program to maintain compliance.

Group 1 and 2 grain terminals should ensure that no
limits entered into the grain program were exceeded in
2009.

Facilities should also determine if their category has
changed from 2008. This is done by determining the
percentage of grain received by local farmers. A farm is
considered local in relation to an elevator if it is close
enough for a farmer to be able to economically truck the
grain to that elevator. Facilities receiving over 50% of
grain for the year from local farmers are considered
grain elevators. If your category has changed it is

Chemical Risk Team will discuss the latest status of
atrazine, an important herbicide utilized across lowa.
Atrazine, although an old chemistry, has proven
effective and cost efficient for farmers. The registrant of
the product; Syngenta, has informed applicators on how
to apply the product in a manner that protects water
sources and has had major campaigns to increase the
level of farmer and commercial applicator stewardship.

EPA will also discuss containment of bulk products at
agribusiness dealerships and how to prevent pollution
when disposing of empty crop protection containers.

The Agribusiness Showcase & Conference will take
place February 9-10, 2010 at the Varied Industries
Building on the lowa State Fairgrounds. There is still
time to register! For more information and registration,
please go to www.agribiz.org/showcase or call the AAI
office at 515.262.8323.

their interest in changing venues to the Showcase
& Conference, and ask the county to send Kathy
Wilson an email with the applicator's name so that

extension has an accurate participation list.

Kathy’s can be reached at 515-294-1101 or
kmwilson@iastate.edu.

Please inform AAI if you will be attending the
training session at the Agribusiness Showcase and
Conference by emailing Jackie Haley
(lackie@agribiz.org ) the following information:
company name, contact name, contact email, phone
number, number of attendees, attendee names .

Extension will be providing all the necessary paperwork
and program materials at the Agribusiness Showcase
and Conference in Des Moines. AAIl would like to
personally thank ISU Extension for providing
commercial applicators the flexibility to earn
recertification at the 2010 Agribusiness Showcase and
Conference.

For any questions, clarifications, or assistance transfer-
ring venues please call AAl staff at (515) 262-8323.

necessary to carry out the Grain PTE calculations for
the new category.

Regardless of the individual grain elevator's group or
category, all facilities are required to apply best
management practices (BMP) and comply with the
fugitive dust standard.

An error has been discovered in the calculations for the
greenhouse gases for both of the existing versions of
the Grain PTE program. These have been remedied
and a corrected version is available at: http:/
www.iwrc.org/IAEAP/GrainSoftware/
grainsoftware.cfm . Those already using version 2.10
are able to back-up their data following the instructions
on page 27 of the manual. This will eliminate the need
to re-enter previously entered data. The manual may
be downloaded at: http://www.iwrc.org/IAEAP/
GrainSoftware/GrainPTEManual.pdf

If you have any questions feel free to call The lowa
Waste Reduction Center at 319-273-8905 or Mark
Williamson at 800-422-3109.




